Senate Committee on Natural Resources and Water
FAQ’S

How can I testify at a hearing?

Anyone wanting to comment on the support or opposition of a bill on our agenda is welcome.  There is a time during the presentation of each bill when anyone supporting or opposing the bill is asked to come forward, at separate times.  We take two people to testify for each side as primary witnesses.  After the primary witnesses, we ask that anyone else wishing to be recorded on the record state only name, their organization, and their position on the bill. 
If you are unable to attend a hearing you are more than welcome to submit a written testimony.  Please submit this to the committee directly and it will be retained in the official bill file.   

When is the deadline for submitting support or opposition letters?
Seven (7) business days prior to the Tuesday the bill is set for hearing. 
There are several ways you can submit a letter. 

1. California Legislature Advocates Portal – see below 
2. Hand delivered to the committee office – State Capitol Room 5046

3. Fax – 916-323-2232

4. Mail - Senate Natural Resources and Water Committee, California State Capitol, Room 5046, Sacramento, CA 95814

**New way to submit letters – please read**

To reduce wasted paper, we are asking that all position letters be submitted electronically through the California Legislature Advocates Portal (Portal). 

https://calegislation.lc.ca.gov/Advocates/ 

The Portal is available to individuals, advocates, and lobbyists.  You/Your firm sign up once and then upload position letters on any bill.  For registered lobbyists, our system pulls information from the Secretary of State’s website and all of your information is accessed and up-to-date at all times.  You choose which organization you are submitting the letter on behalf of if you represent more than one organization.  The letter will be available to all 120 Members, Caucuses, and any subsequent policy and fiscal Committees.

We get an immediate notification that your letter is received and you get a notification when it is accepted.  

Please note:
It is not the policy of the committee to make sure your letters get to all the members of the committee.  You are encouraged to drop off or mail your letter to each member individually.  Please see the “Member Roster” link on our home page for full contact details on each member of the committee.

You may also email your support or opposition letter to our committee email.  However, sending your letter to this email will not guarantee being reflected in the analysis.  Senate.Natural.Resources@senate.ca.gov
We cannot reflect the support or opposition on any bill in the analysis without a signed, hard copy of the letter.  
In what order will the bills be heard on hearing day?
We hear our bills in file order.  As is customary, any members of the committee that have bills on the agenda go at the end of other author’s presentations. 

When does the committee have to have amendments on a bill that has been set for hearing?
The amendments must be in leg counsel form and submitted to the committee no later than seven (7) business days prior to the Tuesday the bill is set for hearing.  We need the original signed by the Author, plus 8 copies for a total of 9.  Additionally, please email an electronic version of the amendments and the “in text” version to patricia.hanson@sen.ca.gov  and todd.moffitt@sen.ca.gov
How can I get review or watch a hearing after the hearing date?
All committee hearings are televised.  All hearings can be reviewed one of two ways.  1. Go to the Senate website (www.senate.ca.gov) and find the hearing under media archives or 2. You can find it on our web page (http://sntr.senate.ca.gov) under the date specific for the hearing. 
How can I make an appointment to meet with one of the committee consultants?
Please call the committee’s direct line (916-651-4116) and ask to speak with the specific consultant.  Each consultant schedules their own meetings, if they are not available immediately, please leave a message on their voicemail.  You are also welcome to “drop-by” at your convenience, however, availability cannot be guaranteed.   
When are the analyses available to the public?
Most often our analyses are available by Friday afternoon prior to the Tuesday hearing.  The analyses are available electronically on www.leginfo.ca.gov.  Hard copies are available upon request from the committee office in the Capitol, Room 5046.  
Who are the members of the committee and do you have their contact information?
You can find all our member information on our website

A complete list of committee members and their staff contacts can be found under the “Member Information” tab on our committee website. http://sntr.senate.ca.gov/committeehome
When do Urgency measures take effect?

Immediately after the Governor signs them.
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