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August 26, 2008
The Los Angeles City Council

Honorable Ed P. Reyes, Chair
Ad Hoc Committee on the Los Angeles River
Los Angeles City Council

c/o Maria Espinosa
City Clerk
City Hall, Room 395

Dear Councilmember Reyes and Honorable Members:
COUNCIL FILE NO. 07-1342-S2: LOS ANGELES RIVER PRIORITY PROJECTS

| am hereby submitting a report in response to the City Council's direction to the Bureau of
Engineering (BOE) to return to the Ad Hoc Committee with more detailed information on Los
Angeles River Revitalization Master Plan (LARRMP) priority projects.

DISCUSSION

The Los Angeles River Project Office has revised the LARRMP priority project list and | am
‘hereby submitting it here for your review and endorsement. This list is intended to guide our
implementation of the LARRMP by identifying near-, mid-, and long-term priorities and by
focusing efforts to seek external funding resources for them.

Subsequent to its initial reports on June 5 and August 31, 2007 and January 7, 2008, the
project list has been revised, as follows:

e The Variel Avenue Park project (Council District 3) was removed because the property
was not available for purchase;

¢ The North Atwater Park (Council District 4), the Sunnynook River Park (Council District 4),
and the Elysian Valley Bikeway (Council District 13) projects were removed because they
received full funding;

¢ The Riverdale Avenue Green Street project (Council District 13) was added because it
received funding from the California Coastal Conservancy in June 2008;

e A variety of other projects have been added to the list because of their potential
connections to other ongoing projects; their ability to be implemented through partnerships
with other agencies/organizations/groups; their readiness via partial funding received or
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eligibility for dpcoming funding solicitations; their leadership by or active involvement of
other parties; ljheir geographic diversity; and/or their functional diversity.

This revised list 'is not intended to be an exhaustive list of all projects that the City may
support in or neér the River. For instance, the list does not cover ongoing maintenance or
emergency projects and does not include street, stormwater, or sewer projects and others,
unless noted, such as water recycling projects that fall under the purview of the Department of
Water and Powef, total maximum daily load (TMDL) and water quality compliance projects
that fall under the purview of the Bureau of Sanitation, and/or projects of the Department of
Recreation and Parks.
|

The list includes r‘hose projects that are consistent with the LARRMP and fall within the River
carridor as identified in the Plan—within % mile of the River for the 32 miles it flows within the
City—from its beginning at the confluence of Bell Creek and Arroyo Calabasas in Canoga
Park 1o where it|flows into the City of Vernon in Downtown Los Angeles. Future Tujunga
Wash tributary projects will fall within the purview of the Community Redevelopment Agency’s
ongoing visioning process as per Council File No. 07-1342-51 and the May 29, 2008 report,
Plan of Action: Linking the Tujunga Watershed with |.os Angeles River Revitalization.

'n order to continuie with implementation of the LARRMP, it is necessary for the City to move
forward in endorsing key projects that are consistent with the mission of the LARRMP and
show promise as learly successes, so that they will be more readily eligible to compete for and
receive external funding. !t is also critical that the City continue to coordination its River
project efforts sothat available resources may be leveraged to result in greater benefits and
more efficient project delivery.,

RECDMMENDATIQN
BOE recommends that the Ad Hoc Commiitee:

1. Adopt the pliached LARRMP priority project list and forward it to the full City Council
for its app:"hva ; and

2. Direct other City departments and agencies involved in River projects—such as
through funding the work of nonprofit organizations who are engaged in River events,
including dleanups, exhibits, performances, or capital projects, including parks, trails,
and bikewpys—to inform the River Project Office of these activities, so that it may
continue to more efficiently coordinate the City's LARRMP implementation efforts.

Please direct any questions regaiding this report to the managers of the River Project Office:
Carol Armstrong: (213) 485-5762 and/or Larry Hsu: (213) 485-4562.

y Sincerely,

;CZ:W&;I t;.a'”%"é”{

‘ Gary Lee Moore, P.E.
| City Engineer
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Attachments:

Los Angeles River Revitalization Master Plan Priority Projects (August 26, 2008)

Cc:

Honorable Wendy Greuel, Councilmember, District 2
Honorable Dennis Zine, Councilmember, District 3
Honorable Jack Weiss, Councilmember, District 5
Honorable Tony Cardenas, Councilmember, District 6
Honorable Greig Smith, Councilmember, District 12
Nancy Sutley, Deputy Mayor
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