Document 3: May 17, 1985
letter from US EPA {o the
Western Oil and Gas
Association Reflecting No
Denials of Exemptions in
Original Primacy Delegation
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_The staffs of. ‘Epa~Region 9 and’ the Calemrnla DlVl%iOn of
1011 and Gas {(CDOG) have. heen meeting with members- of the Western

‘0il and Gas Agsociation (WOGA), the Californid Inéepenﬂemt ‘.
. Producers Association (CAIPA), and the Independent 0il Procucera
CAgenay  {ICPE) to determine how wells injecting specific types.’

cof oil field £fluids will be regulated under the Underq*ound

- Imjection Control (WIC) program i CallfQTnla..
T thio Jetter a.s tO clarlfy" '

The puzpoqe of

Chow’ well@ ihjﬁatlﬁg fllter backwash (dlatomaC?ous
earth or multi-media Eilter backwash), water :
softener regensration brine, or air scrubber washe

will %] CBEﬁqiﬁlPd and- requlateﬁ under the UIC
promram in Callfornld*L'

the raaum*aments, eupecially tha regulutory deﬁﬂllneﬁ -
 for the submiselon of permit applications and inventory

. information foz ax1st1ng wells, for different classeg
sof wﬁlls, and

T 3. whlch #crmatlonq 1aent1£ied by CDOG - in. hta prlmacy
. application work verified as Underground Sourges of .
- Drinking Water {USDW). and exemptad. and which ibrmatlans
-ware determlned not to be USDWs. and did not. need to be-
exs mpteﬂ when primacy for ODOG was apprmved

' in general the clagslficatlon and regulathm &ChPMa for .
wellsg 1n]octing filter backwash, water softener regenerdtlonA;‘

brlnc, or alr scnubber wﬁstea under-the UIC prograwm in Callfofnlu
igs

® wells which JNJGPt filter backwa%h are Clase II wglls and
are regulaimm by Cnoey

'-.”'wvllq wniuh jnject sither. watér'softener‘reqanoratién brine
- or sir scrubber wastes for the purpose of enhancing oil or -

natural gas recovery are Clazs 13 well& and are regnlated
bv CoOG: anﬁ )

b

: “'wells which inject eitheyr water softener .regeneration brine




CLorhe

-iAttachment i provldesf a

"*-“araz

TTor alr scrubber wastes for disposal are elthar Glass 1
ooy c1ass V wells and are regulateﬂ by EPA.

recise statement about these well’ .
classifications; a brief déscription of -each of’ the flvids being

injected; clarification of how wells used to injsct commingled N
fluids will be regulated; and a disgram which outlines how wells

1n3pct1ng the different: typas of flulds wili be regulated and by
whom in-Califernia, S .

Bome, but not ali,

of the relevant requxrements for Class I“'
IT, and 131 wells under'

the UIC program 1mpl$m9nted in Callﬁcrnla

far ex15t1ng wells (wells in opafatlon przor
. to June 25,.1984) complete permit. - .

.- applications must be submitted te Epa by

"L June 25, 1985 (40 CF“ 144 31[&][1} ahd:

-:“_Classil-wellﬁ' -

PR 147.251(B])

3

- far hew wells, permits must be in ef ect
' prlor to any construction (40 CPR 144 11]

i

¢ class II wells = CDOG haa been delogated. thlS portlon mf
. ' ‘the UIC program and regulates this: '

_cla 5 of wells

]

% Class V.owells. .« for estt1ng wells, & completed 1nvantory
L s -~ form and the reguired additional infor- - .
T :  mation must-be submitted to EPA by. June 25;

. 1985 (40 CPR 14& 26[&][11 and 147 251{B})

_ior new welis, 3 complete inventory -
Cform and thé regquired additional infor-
: mation should be submitted to EPA

prlor o construct:on‘

Complete permlt appllcatlons for existlng Clasa I wells must be-

submitted to EPA by June 25, 1985, Considering the delays in-
clazsifying wellse injectlng filter backwash, water softener o
regeperatlion brine, or air scrubbing waste, allowandes may be’

. made for the submission of additional clarifying information”

after June 25, 1985. However, allowances can only be considered

-if an application has been been submitted by June 25, 1985 and .

if the applicatien represents a reasonable and substantial

ef fort toward a ¢0mplete permit applicatlon.-

Attachment 2 prov1ﬁeq the exact deflﬂlthnS for the dlfferent

“classes .of wells and other pertinent definitions in the UIC

D e T C

program. Attachment 3 and 4 are coples of the permmt appllgatlon
and Class v Invanuory Notltieatlon, respectively.

Thera appear% to-be some confasion abaut whlch fermatlﬁns .
in oil and gas fields are USDWs and which Fformaticns in oil and gas
fields are not USDWs under the UIC program. When CDOG submitted




your-members who met and wo

| ATTACHMENTS

. ce: MG, Mefferd, €DOG

Tits application .for the-Clasé-zl¥§oftiéﬁ ¢fcthe'UIC prbgrmﬁ;

it submitted informationh aboiit & large number of formations in.

fxmil'fielés te be considersd for agulfer ezemptions, These.
‘included formations which produced’ ¢il or gas and formations
- which 4id not produce any oill or gas, ' After reviewing the

information from CUOG supporting.the aguifer exemptions réquests,

figall formations which were USDWs -and produced wil or.gas were-

exenpted but’ only some of the formations which did not produce --
any oll or gas were granted aguifey exeuptions, Thesde latter, -

- formations were not exempted bécause the suppértiﬁd,infbrmatianf

demonstrated that they wers not USDWs as defined by theé UIC .

alﬂ program. They yieldad water which had & Total Dissolved Bolids

concentration greater than 10,000 milligrams per liter. ' .

. Maph showing the lateral sxtent of any formation which was

o exempted can be found in Californis Gil and Ges Pields.(Volumes . .
Iy T, and TEYY and Appendix B of: CDOG!s primacy application, . -
.-They are available for veview at #¢ BPA officve in San Francisco -

o¥ at.any of the CDOG district offices;: .A list of those /-
formations, which did ret produce any oil or .gas.snd were. .- _
considered for aquifer exemwptions; is prtovided as 'Attachient 5,

& -list of those formations,; which did not prodyce any pil or gas -

and- which were USDWs and dxempted, is provided as Attachment 6,

© 1 would like' to take. fhifieppostunity to thank. those of -

. sincerg}ys ;ﬁf:?yégt Vf: | S
.'F(f'ﬁﬁgt% ;fﬁﬁﬁﬁﬂ%?.i TR

7 Frank M.MCovington, Director -

" Water Management Division

1 - Well Classification ‘and Regulation Schewme  { 3 pages) -
~ 2= vic pefinitions a 0 { .3 pages) -
.3~ Permit Application _ S (10 pages)

4 ~ Class ¥ Inventory ¥otlfication 7. . . {7 pages) .

5 = List of Formations Cunsidered for Exemption [ 3 pages)

. 6« List. of Pormatlons BExempted. ' - ( 1 page-)

-J, B. Braden, CAIPA
Les Clark, T0RA -

Jim Cornelius, SWRCB
Bill Pfister, CVRWOCB
dohn Atchegon, EPA BHD

B L

_ ‘ Brediwith us to ¢larify these points

" in the UIC program; . IE you héve any further ‘questions or need. -

... other points of elarificvation, please.call Pete Uribe of my -~ ..
oo steffat (415 974-T285. 0 . L T T e e




